THE   REBUILDING   OF   LONDON
to the bridge, the arch of the latter could be raised nine feet
above the water instead of six. This would much facilitate the
passage of boats, especially at high tide, and would solve two
problems to their mutual advantage.
These were suggestions which could be acted upon without
adding materially to the City's burdens, and the delegation,
which had undoubtedly come prepared for something drastic,
must have received them with relief. But the remainder gave
more cause for alarm. Charles realized that no adequate
provision had been made either for the present or for the future
position in the Liberties west of the city wall.l The widening
from Cheapside to Fleet Street would help to accommodate
the rapidly growing traffic between London and Westminster,
but the improvements inside Newgate had not been continued
down the steep, narrow hill outside it, and no provision had
been made for a satisfactory link between the two gates. The
exit through Newgate was less important than that through
Ludgate, but it too served a growing area and, if the Fleet
scheme was a success,2 would receive an increasing volume
of heavy traffic from the new wharves. If Newgate Street was
to be enlarged, it was only reasonable to utilize the gains there-
from by treating Snow Hill in the same way. That done, little
more was needed to make the exit run unobstructed to Holborn
Bar. Equally necessary was the provision of a link for the two
gates. An adequate street running north between the wall and
the Fleet would allow coaches from Westminster to travel to
north London via Newgate, instead of adding to the congestion
around St. Paul's, For most of the distance the Old Bailey
was wide enough to carry such traffic, but its northern end was
blocked by a middle row. Remove that and the way would be
clear. Remove the continuation of that middle row on the
other side of Snow Hill and the approach to Smithfield would
also be thrown open. Carry the Old Bailey on southwards to
1 If anyone feels tempted to ascribe to Charles a peculiar prescience in this matter,
he should look back to the proposals threshed out by the committees of the Privy
Council and the City, and approved in October 1666 (see p* 6x).
4 See the chapter given to this scheme,
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